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Photo cleaning manual
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1. Prepare the cleaning kit

Water, brushes (you can use your fingers too),
scissors and towels. Large containers, such as
washbowls, to put water in (bathtubs also
work). If required, wear a mask and/or gloves.
Ideally, prepare separate containers for cleaning
and rinsing. Regular tap water is suitable.
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2. Remove photographs
from the album

Remove the photographs from their pages. If
the photographs have been stuck to the pages
and can't be removed, simply cut the
photographs out. If the photographs are stuck
between a transparent plastic sheet and
adhesive paper, try to slowly peel away the
plastic. (If you are unable to remove the sheet,
leave it in place, remove any dirt from its
surface, and photograph the images from
directly above) Separate each page from the
album and let it dry.
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3. Separate photographs into
cleanable and uncleanable

Gently immerse the photograph in the water.
If the image begins to decompose or the surface
starts to peel away, the photograph cannot be
cleaned. If several photographs are stuck
together, try to gently separate them in the

water.
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4. Cleaning the photographs

Immerse each photograph in the water for 30
to 60 seconds. Using a brush or your fingers,
gently remove any surface dirt, working from
one edge of the photograph to the other.
Carefully clean the photographs one by one. If
the surface feels slimy, the photograph has
begun to decompose. Try not to touch the
surface, and using your utmost care, remove as
much dirt as possible. Once the photograph has
been cleaned, remove it from the water and let
it dry on a towel. Change the water constantly

as it will quickly become dirty.
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5. Dry the photographs
in a shaded area

If space is limited, use a string and pegs to hang
up the photographs. Screen doors placed
horizontally can also be used for drying the
photographs.



